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A Critical Exposition of the Philosophy of Leibniz, London, Routledge, 1992) 7°12»%
Jwn MNP ,0n KM P17 I 50K YR w2 4 PY0a Tennn OIX J(p. 76
“I thus :0°X27 D°VIY’¥2 171277 Hw 727277 DX X7 (unum per accidens) NP IMINRY
restrict corporeal or composite substances to living things alone, or to organic machines
of nature. All the rest are for me mere aggregates of substances, which I call
substantiata; and an aggregate only constitutes an unum per accidens” (G 2:520;
Rutherford 1990b, n. 18). “And monads do not constitute a complete composite
substance, since they do not make an unum per se, but a mere aggregate unless some
substantial bond (substantiale vinculum) is added” (G 2:444; Rutherford 1990b, n.18)
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“[T]he nature of matter, or body considered in general, consists not in its being ’
something which is hard or heavy or colored, or which affects the senses in any way,
but simply in its being something which is extended in length, breadth and depth.”
(“Principles of Philosophy,” part II 4, in The Philosophical Writings of Descartes, trans.
John Cottingham et al., Cambridge University Press, 1985)
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“Besides extension, there must be a subject which is extended, i.e, a :X27 XMW 7Y
substance to which it belongs to be repeated or continued. For extension signifies
only a repetition or a continual multiplication of that which is extended, a plurality,
continuity and coexistence of parts; and hence extension is not sufficient to explain
the nature of the extended or repeated substance itself, the notion of which is anterior

to that of its repetition” (G 4:467)
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Rutherford 1990b, 13-14; Furth 1967, 188; Garber 1995, 284; Y3x X1 0110 Y
“Material things do not form a part of his [Leibniz’s] fundamental ontology. Their
existence is to be explained, instead, in terms of the existence and properties of
monads alone. Yet how exactly such an explanation might work remains one of the

most difficult problems in the interpretation of Leibniz’s philosophy” (Rutherford
1995, 219)
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“The role played by God in this scheme is critical [. .] assuming the existence of certain
monads, and assuming the presence of a mind capable of apprehending those monads
in relation to each other, there will be determined, as a result, some aggregative being.
If we accept, as Leibniz does, that the divine mind knows all the states of monads at
every instant, then aggregates must result, given the existence of individual monads.”

(Rutherford 1995, 223)
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Leibniz's doctrine of relations plays an essential role in determining the nature of
aggregative beings. We know that for him relations are merely ideal: they are not
themselves created beings but merely “modes of conceiving,” or what a mind imposes
upon the world in apprehending the agreement and connections of singular things.
It follows that aggregative beings—whose existence is dependent upon relations—can
only exist for a mind. Only to the extent that a plurality of individuals is apprehended
by a mind as forming a unitary being is an aggregate determined. Beings through
aggregation thus occupy a curious middle ground in Leibniz’s ontology between what is
truly real, an unum per se or substance, and what is merely ideal or imaginary. They are
at once semirealia and semimentalia. The existence of any aggregate is necessarily mind
dependent; yet this does not mean that aggregates are merely mental things. Aggregates
are instead “well-founded phenomena”: They are pluralities of individuals, which
together determine a single complex being insofar as they are apprehended as having
a certain sameness or connection with respect to one another. (Rutherford 1995, 222)
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in the Logical Space: Leibniz on Possible Individuals and their Relations,” Studia
Leibnitiana (forthcoming)

“A relation is that according to which [secundum quod] two things are thought 2
of at once” (C 47, April 1679). “A relation is the concogitabilitas of two things” (C
35, June 1679)

“A relation is an accident which is in several subjects and is only a result or *’
supervenes with no change made on their part if several things are thought at once;
it is concogitabilitas” (C 74, 1679)
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firmly grounded in reality, the world of Leibniz’s physics is not a world of phenomena”
MYNINA YT ,002 PO YTAM “07521mID DUWIIR” *D AN X171 3w T3 (Garber 1985, 92)
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“aggregates of substances are merely appearances” (Adams 1994, 240). “The mature **
Leibniz is motivated largely by worries about the unity of bodies.... The unity of a
body comes to it by an external denomination—namely, by relation to a'mind that
perceives relationships among the things that are aggregated. Since Leibniz adhered
to the scholastic maxim that ‘being’ and ‘one’ are equivalent (G II 304), he inferred
that aggregates that have their unity only in the mind also have their being in the
mind” (ibid.)
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Hackett, 1989.
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in nature can be explained mechanically, even the voluntary motions of creatures like
us. In this way, Leibniz quite self-consciously reconciles the philosophy of the schools
with the most radically mechanistic philosophy of the moderns; both are correct and the

two pictures will always agree with one another”. (CCL 331)
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[Slince these living creatures are corporeal substances, unities of matter and form,
everything can be explained as the schoolmen do. But at the very same time, everything
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